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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) d Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) d Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 20050317 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050607 



Application/Control Number: 09/877,047 Page 2 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed March 14, 2005. 
Claims 18-30 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 20 depends from now-canceled claim 17. Claim 20 should be amended to 
depend from a claim that is now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 18-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 5,361,143 (Nakayama etal.). 

Regarding claims 18-21 , Nakayama et al. disclose an image processing 
apparatus comprising: an image reading unit adapted to read a document image (multi- 
color original reading means 1 (Fig. 1)); a designating unit adapted to designate at least 
one of a plurality of partitioned image storage regions of a memory medium (data of 
subpages read by reading means stored in each area in memory means 2 (column 3, 
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lines 3-6), P file stores integrated data, data for blue color and those for a red color 
(column 4, lines 47-48; Figs. 2-a and 2-b)); and a mode setting unit adapted to set a 
reading mode, before a reading operation of said image reading unit, the reading mode 
being one of a first mode in which a document is read both as a color image and as a 
monochrome image to be stored both as color image data and as monochrome image 
data in at least one of the image storage regions designated by said designating unit, 
and a second mode in which a document is read as the monochrome image to be 
stored as the monochrome image data in at least one of the image storage regions 
designated by said designating unit (in multi-color mode, black (monochrome) data and 
color data read and stored (column 4, lines 26-48); in monochrome mode, only black 
data read and stored (column 4, lines 49-55)). The image processing apparatus further 
comprises a transmission unit adapted to transmit to a destination apparatus, from 
among the color image data and the monochrome image data stored in the memory 
medium, image data suitable for the destination apparatus (when other party is capable 
of multi-color printing, integrated data and data of each color transmitted (column 4, line 
67 - column 5, line 3); otherwise, either only integrated data or monochrome data are 
transmitted (column 5, lines 21-28)); a determining unit adapted to determine whether a 
document is one of a color document and a monochrome document (judgment of color 
mode (column 4, lines 26-31), wherein, when said determining unit determines in the 
first mode that the document is a color document, both the color image data and the 
monochrome image data are stored as the document image data in the memory 
medium (storage of both types when multi-color mode is judged (column 4, lines 26- 
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48)). Image data for a plurality of documents, which are continuously scanned, are 
stored in the memory medium (continuous scanning and storage until last page is 
reached (column 4, lines 56-61)). 

Regarding claims 22-26, Nakayama et al. disclose an image transmitting 
apparatus comprising: an image reading unit adapted to read a document image (multi- 
color original reading means 1 (Fig. 1)); a designating unit adapted to designate at least 
one of a plurality of partitioned image storage regions of a memory medium (data of 
subpages read by reading means stored in each area in memory means 2 (column 3, 
lines 3-6), P file stores integrated data, data for blue color and those for a red color 
(column 4, lines 47-48; Figs. 2-a and 2-b)); and a mode setting unit adapted to set one 
of a first mode in which a document is read in a plurality of formats by said image 
reading unit to be stored as image data in the plurality of formats in at least one of the 
image storage regions designated by said designating unit, and, from among the image 
data in the plurality of formats stored in at least one of the image storage regions, image 
data in a format suitable for a destination apparatus is transmitted to the destination 
apparatus, and a second mode, in which a document is read in a single format to be 
stored as image data in the single format in at least one of the image storage regions 
designated by said designating unit, and the image data in the single format stored in 
the at least one of the image storage regions is transmitted to the destination apparatus 
(in multi-color mode, black (monochrome) data and color data read and stored (column 
4, lines 26-48); in monochrome mode, only black data read and stored (column 4, lines 
49-55)). The document is scanned both as a color image and a monochrome image, in 
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the first mode, and the document is scanned as a monochrome image, in the second 
mode (as mentioned above). The image transmitting apparatus further comprises a 
determining unit adapted to determine a format of a document, wherein image data in a 
format corresponding to a determination result obtained by said determining unit is 
stored in one of the image storage regions, in the first mode (judgment of color mode 
(column 4, lines 26-31); storage of both types when multi-color mode is judged (column 
4, lines 26-48)). Said determining unit determines whether the document is one of a 
color document and a monochrome document (judgment of color mode (column 4, lines 
26-31)); and when said determining unit determines in the first mode that the document 
is a color document, both color image data and monochrome image data are stored as 
the document image data in the memory medium (storage of both types when multi- 
color mode is judged (column 4, lines 26-48)). Image data for a plurality of documents, 
which are continuously scanned, are stored in the memory medium (continuous 
scanning and storage until last page is reach (column 4, lines 56-61)). 

Claims 27 and 28 are method claims corresponding to above-rejected apparatus 
claims 18 and 22, respectively. The steps recited in these claims are provided in the 
facsimile apparatus disclosed in Nakayama et al., as set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakayama et al. 
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Claims 29 and 30 recite a program storage medium storing a program for 
performing the steps of above-rejected claims 27 and 28, respectively. While 
Nakayama et al. do not disclose a program storage medium, it is generally well known 
to one of ordinary skill in the art that processing steps are commonly stored as a 
program in a memory disk, or the like, to be read by a central processing unit of an 
apparatus, and it would have been obvious to provide a program storage medium in 
Nakayama et al., so as to enable the apparatus to perform the processing steps. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed in response to the prior rejection of claims 1-17 (now 
canceled) as set forth in applicant's response, have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant asserts that Nakayama et al. do not teach or suggest a mode 
setting unit adapted to set a first mode, in which a document is read and stored both as 
a color image and in addition as a monochrome image, and a second mode, in which a 
document is read and stored as a monochrome image (page 9 of applicant's response). 
Contrary to applicant's assertion, this limitation is disclosed in Nakayama et al. (in multi- 
color mode, black (monochrome) data and color data (blue and red) read and stored 
(column 4, lines 26-48); in monochrome mode, only black data read and stored (column 
4, lines 49-55)). 

Conclusion 

9. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00), alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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